More Thoughts about Genesis 8-9

Noah’s Sacrifice

-In the words of scholar J. Milgrom, the “whole burnt offering” of Gen. 8:20-21 is “all-encompassing; it answers to all the emotional needs of the worshiper.”  This includes being an offering for sin, an accompaniment to prayer, and as an act of thanksgiving.
-In other Flood stories from surrounding cultures, the gods, dependent on human beings and creation, swarm around the offering like hungry flies.  Yahweh simply delights in the aroma of the offering.
-Offerings for Yahweh are not a magical act.  Other scriptures tell us that God hates offerings that are not offered in faith and accompanied by lives of worship, trust, and love (see Amos 5).  Noah’s offering is an act of worship from a faithful believer in Yahweh’s faithfulness.
Ethical Implications of 9:1-7

-Murder: In 9:5-6, the text expresses that murder is forbidden because human beings bear the image of God.  Thus, killing a person is wrong not because a person  has a right to his/her own life, but because God has a right to human life.  This ethical point is significant in a number of ways.  It means that I do not have a right to treat my own body disrespectfully because my body ultimately belongs to and is purposed by God.  I believe this ethical principle has implications beyond killing someone else to things like personal health, abortion, and suicide.

-Capital Punishment: These verses seem to—and do, in my opinion—say that the death penalty is a just punishment for murder (though it is not a command to execute murderers).  Personally, I oppose the death penalty for other reasons.  Most prominently is my desire to see sinners redeemed instead of punished, which is core to the Gospel.  There are also problems with our ability to appropriately apply this punishment.  So, do I think the death penalty is inherently wrong?  No, in part based on these verses.  Do I think it is best?  No, mostly based on the nature of the Gospel.
-Diet: It is clear that humans in Genesis 1 were originally called to be vegetarians.  Here in Genesis 9, God concedes the eating of meat with certain restrictions.  These restrictions are intended, again, to acknowledge that life is a gift from God that is not to be taken thoughtlessly.  Most of the meat we eat has been drained of its blood for a variety of reasons, though not totally.  Though I am not a vegetarian, I think Genesis 9 should make us think about how much meat we consume and whether we can and do consume it in a respectful, thoughtful, grateful manner.  Remember, this text is not Jewish Law and is actually applied to non-Jewish Christians in Acts 15.
Chiasm in the Flood story

In Hebrew (and Greek), chiasm is a literary device that tells a story in a symmetrical way.  Oftentimes, chiasm is used to emphasize the key point of the story or text.  In this story, the chiasm centers on “God remembered Noah,” an emphasis on God’s covenant faithfulness.

A    Noah and his sons (6:10) 
B        All life on earth (6:13a) 
C            Curse on earth (6:13b) 
D                Ark (6:14-16) 
E                    All living creatures (6:17–20) 
F                        Food (6:21) 
G                          Animals in man’s hands (7:2–3) 
H                             Entry into Ark (7:13-16) 
I                                   Waters increase (7:17–19) 
J                                         Mountains covered (7:20) 
X                                             God remembers Noah (8:1) 
J’                                        Mountains visible (8:5) 
I’                                      Waters decrease (8:13-14) 
H’                                Exit from Ark (8:15-19) 
G’                          Animals in man’s hands (9:2) 
F’                        Food (9:3–4) 
E’                    All living creatures (9:10a) 
D’                Ark (9:10b) 
C’            Blessing on earth (9:13–16) 
B’        All life on earth (9:17) 
A’    Noah and his sons (9:19)
